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Sent and Sustained in Grace

Life is not always easy. Life in and of faith is often less
easy. In our readings today we encounter a few people
who faced difficulty and challenges amid their godly
callings. Ezekiel would be sent to speak the Word of
God to a rebellious people who wouldn’t happily
receive the message. The apostle Paul would face his
own personal struggles with his “thorn ... . in the flesh”
(2 Corinthians 12:7) as he brought the Gospel to many
on his mission journeys. Jesus Himself would not be welcomed as Savior when
He returned to His hometown of Nazareth. Though things were far from easy,
God would bless the work that He called His people and His own Son to do.
Even in our times of difficulty and challenges living as His people, we are
reminded of the same truth from the Lord: “My grace is sufficient for you, for My
power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On
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1 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won; And al - though the
2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near, Let not faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief From a long-felt grief, When temp - ta - tions
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Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won. Heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, We will fol - low calm and fear - less.
fears o’er - take us; Let not faith and hope for- sake us;
come al - lur - ing, Make us pa - tient and en-dur - ing.
still  di - rect us, Still sup-port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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Guide us by Thy hand To our fa - ther - land.
For through man - ya woe To our home we go.
Show us  that bright shore Where we weep no more.
Till we safe - ly  stand In our fa - ther - land.

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-97, alt.; Tune: Adam Drese, 1620-1701; Text and
tune: Public domain.



Invocation & Psalm Psaim 123

P) Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P} To You | lift up my eyes, O You who are enthroned in the heavens!

Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as
the eyes of a maidservant to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes
look to the LORD our God, till He has mercy upon us.

(P} Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, for we have had
more than enough of contempt.

Our soul has had more than enough of the scorn of those who are at

ease, of the contempt of the proud. Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen.

Confession & Absolution Ps. 123; 124:8; 32:5; 123:4; Ez. 2:5; 2 Cor. 12:9; Mk. 6:12

(P} Echoing the words of the psalmist, we lift our eyes to You, O Lord,
enthroned in the heavens. As we do, we seek Your mercy. Our help is in
the name of the LORD,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, “l will confess my transgressions to the LoORD,”

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto

You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed. Though we lift up our eyes to

You, our souls have had more than enough of the scorn of those who

are at ease, of the contempt of the proud.

As You claim us as Your own in Baptism through water and the Word,
we struggle to live as Your children. As You call us in faith to trust in
You, we face the contempt of others in the world around us. As You
collect Your people together as Your church, we often fail to prioritize
the work of Your kingdom and the mission You have set before us for
the sake of others. We flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy seeking
and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

(P} The Lord calls His people and sends them to proclaim His Word, even
amid the scorn and contempt of the world. He sent Ezekiel, along with
a promise:

“Whether they hear or refuse to hear... they will know that a prophet
has been among them.”
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He sent the apostle Paul, along with a promise:

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in
weakness.”

(P) He sent His own Son into the world, into our flesh, on our behalf.
Though stricken, smitten, afflicted, and even rejected in His own
hometown, the message of the Word made flesh continued to be
proclaimed by the disciples:

“So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent.”
Gathered together as His church, be affirmed and assured that almighty
God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His
only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives the power to become the children of
God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. All of your sins are forgiven
in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. He
that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.
Amen.
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Kyrie & Gloria in Excelsis LS8 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Text: Stephen P. Starke.

Salutation & Prayer of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Letus pray... O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in
showing mercy. Grant us the fullness of Your grace that we may be
called to repentance and made partakers of Your heavenly treasures;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 2:1-5

! He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and | will speak with
you.” 2And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on my
feet, and | heard him speaking to me. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, |
send you to the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled
against me. They and their fathers have transgressed against me to this very
day. “The descendants also are impudent and stubborn: | send you to them,
and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob.” >And whether they hear
or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they will know that a
prophet has been among them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, | will go
on to visions and revelations of the Lord. ?l know a man in Christ who
fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body
or out of the body | do not know, God knows. 3And | know that this man was
caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body | do not
know, God knows— “and he heard things that cannot be told, which man
may not utter. 0On behalf of this man | will boast, but on my own behalf |
will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6Though if | should wish to boast, |
would not be a fool, for | would be speaking the truth. But | refrain from it,
so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me.
’So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to
harass me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times | pleaded with
the Lord about this, that it should leave me. °But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore |
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will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. °For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am
weak, then | am strong.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Verse Mark 6:13
(P) Alleluia. They cast out many demons
and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Mark 6:1-13
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus] went away from there and came to his hometown, and his
disciples followed him. 2And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the
synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did
this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such
mighty works done by his hands? 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary
and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters
here with us?” And they took offense at him. *And Jesus said to them, “A
prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his
relatives and in his own household.” >And he could do no mighty work there,
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. ®And he
marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.

’And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He charged them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their
belts— but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. °And he said to
them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there.
1And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when
you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against
them.” 2So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. *And
they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and
healed them.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Children’s Message

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light stanzas 1-3
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hear  Your voice And in Your fold with us re - joice.
in - most minds Some dark de - lu - sion haunts and blinds.
sore op - pressed In You find peace and heav’'n - ly rest.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; Tune: Andachtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nurnberg;
Text and tune: Public domain.

Sermon: “Who

Nicene Creed

Are You, Jesus?” (Mk. 6:1-13, Guest Pastor: Rev. Robert Bayer)

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker
and

of heaven and earth
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the on

ly-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,

very G

od of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P

®

Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus, for His church, and for
all people according to their needs. God of continued mercy, Your
power is made perfect in weakness and Your grace is sufficient for us.
As You called people of the past to proclaim the way of salvation, so
also use us as Your instruments to proclaim the Gospel and to live as
lights even among scorn and despising from a sinful world. Sustain Your
church to remain strong in faith until the day You make all things new.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sending Father, when Your Son was in this world, He was rejected in His
hometown. Though despised, He continued on in the mission for our
salvation and forgiveness of sins all the way to the cross. As disciples
continued to proclaim a message of repentance, build us up as Your
disciples within Your church to proclaim and receive the forgiveness of
sins won for us through His death and resurrection. Raise up pastors,
missionaries, teachers, and others in a churchly vocation to be sent by
You to proclaim Your message of Law and Gospel. Strengthen laity to
live as Your church each day among our neighbors, pointing to Your
light and Your love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Compassionate Father, we face daily the trials of this world, the devil,
and our own sinful flesh. Often a “thorn in the flesh” is a barrier to our
faith and trust in You. Remind us Your grace is sufficient and Your
power is made perfect in weakness. For those who are weak in body,
mind, and spirit, grant Your continued presence. Heal according to Your
will, and use us as Your church to encourage, support, and reflect Your
grace to all who are in need, (including...) Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Sustaining Father, You gather us together as Your people to hear Your
Word and to receive Your means of grace. As Your church, strengthen
our fellowship as we receive the true body and blood of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Fed, nourished, and strengthened in faith, enable
us to faithfully uphold Your calling to us as we are sent by You. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Offering
Preface & Proper Preface

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation,
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He
has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.

We thank You that You call us by name, and we pray we continually
heed Your voice of invitation. Even as You call us now to this Table to
receive our Savior’s body and blood, let Your servants hear Your word
of forgiveness and grace to strengthen and sustain us. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Proclamation of Christ
(P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



(P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
728 How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
5 “Through - out all their life - time My peo - ple will prove
) 4

Is laid for your faith in His ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;
My  grace, all - suf - fi - cient, will be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What more can He say than to you He has said
'l strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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Who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
Il nev - e, no nev - er, no nev-er, for-sake!
Your dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.; Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester; Text and tune: Public

domain.
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770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev -er be dis-cour-aged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rows share?
Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we do not car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak-ness—Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a sol-ace there.

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819-86; Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918; Text and tune: Public domain
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856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve stanzas 1-4
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1 O Christ, who called the Twelve To rise and fol - low You, For -
2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve The truth for a - ges sealed, Whose
3 O Christ, who led the Twelve A - mong the des - o - late And
4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roadsthey’d nev - er trod To
f) 4 , ,
— 1 i O — i —
sak - ing old, fa - mil - iar ways For ven - tures bold and new:
words and works a - wak-ened faith, The ways of God re - vealed:
broke as bread of life for all Your love com-pas - sion - ate:
serve, to suf - fer, teach, pro-claim The near - er reign of God:
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Grant wus to hear Your call To risk se -cu-ri -ty And
In - structus now, we pray, By Your em-pow’r-ing Word. True

Lead wus a-long the ways Where hope has near-ly died And
Send us on ways where faith Tran-scends ti - mid - i - ty, Where
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bound in heart and will to You, Find per - fect lib-er - ty.
teach-er, be for all who seek Their light, their life, their Lord.
help us climb the lone -ly hills Where love is cru-ci - fied.
love in-forms and hope sus-tains Both life and min-is - try.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007; Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930; Text: © 1993 GIA
Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003644; Tune: Public domain.

Nunc Dimittis LsB 211
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving
(P} Letus pray...

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

644 The Church’s One Foundation stanzas 1-2, 4
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - ’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
f) 4 ,

T I S — T
e ' ' ! h

She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - 'ry grace en-dued.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.; Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76; Text and tune: Public domain.
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