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We Do Not Lose Heart

In the face of a world seeming to be falling apart, and maybe even your personal “world,” God’s
Word has great and convincing comfort and hope for you this day. That hope, however, begins with
knowing the real cause of our troubles. Itis our sin and alienation from God that is at the root of all
anger, frustration, bitterness, and death. We easily “lose heart” when all seems hopeless for us.
The center and substance of hope in God is Jesus Christ whose resurrection from all that is
darkness and death to us is the means and strength of faith to endure and stand firm through all
that troubles us. For “if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you” (Romans 8:11). Far from being merely a blind hope for future deliverance, believing
in the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come far outweighs everything and
anything that can happen to us now. Living in this hope, we do not lose heart.
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Text: English, before 1760, alt.; Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716-96; Text and tune: Public domain.



Invocation, Confession and Absolution

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *J- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P} From God’s own Word we understand it is our sin that causes our
troubles, doubt, fears, and death. For this reason, God’s own Son
became our Savior, taking the sin of the world upon Himself and paying
our debt with His own death on the cross. All who have been baptized
in His name have died with Him and live in the forgiveness of our sin.
Let us therefore implore Him again and again for His forgiveness and
life.

O God, | confess to You that | have sinned against You in my thoughts,
words, and deeds by my own fault. For the sake of Jesus Christ, Your
Son, forgive me my sins and restore to me the hope of Your eternal
salvation.

(P} God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. I, by virtue of my
office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God to you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Introit pPsalm 28:7-9; antiphon: v. 6

[P] Blesséd be the LoRrD!

For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.

(P} The LoRD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and | am
helped;

my heart exults, and with my song | give thanks to him.

(P} The LoRD is the strength of his people;

he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

(P) Oh, save your people and bless your heritage!

Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Sonand to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

(P) Blesséd be the LORD!

For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.

Kyrie LSB 186
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Salutation & Prayer of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray... Almighty God, You sent Your own beloved Son into our
flesh to free us from the guilt and death of our sin. As He is risen from
death and lives and reigns in victory, so raise us anew this day and
always to the certain hope of eternal life in His name; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:8-15

8They heard the sound of the LorRD God walking in the garden in the cool
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. °But the LORD God called to the
man and said to him, “Where are you?” °And he said, “I heard the sound of
you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself.”
"He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you not to eat?” *The man said, “The woman whom
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 3Then the
LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.” ¥*The LorRD God said to
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you
shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
13Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been
written, “I believed, and so | spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak,
14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and
bring us with you into his presence. **For it is all for your sake, so that as
grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the
glory of God. 1%So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting
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away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. YFor this slight
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond
all comparison, #as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things
that are unseen are eternal. !For we know that if the tent, which is our
earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia tsB 190
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Holy Gospel Mark 3:20-35
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they
could not even eat. 2!And when his family heard it, they went out to seize
him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”?2And the scribes who
came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,”
and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 2And he called
them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 3 kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2*And if a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 2°And if
Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is
coming to an end. ¥’But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder
his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder
his house. 2“Truly, | say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man,
and whatever blasphemies they utter, 2°but whoever blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”- 3°for
they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 3!And his mother and his brothers
came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 3?And a crowd
was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers are outside, seeking you.” **And he answered them, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” **And looking about at those who sat around
him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! >*Whoever does the
will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”



(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message
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And we, the vic - tors, hold the field.
Your crown shines splen-did as the sun.
To that great glo - ry which we sing.

Text: Wilhelm Erasmus Arends, 1677-1721; tr. John M. Sloan, 1835-after 1890, alt.; Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; Text
and tune: Public domain.

Sermon



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
(P) Letus pray... Lord God our heavenly Father, we give You thanks and
praise for Your good creation and for Your re-creation of a people of
eternal hope and life, Your holy church throughout the world. Keep, we
pray, all pastors and believers in the joyful hope of the resurrection and
the life of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Help all people of the world and especially of our own nation to not
lose heart in the face of earthly troubles but to endure with faith in
Your gracious promises of the forgiveness of sins and the hope and
peace of Your new creation. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P) Inthe midst of trouble, anxiety, sickness, or fear of death, comfort,
heal, and raise up all who call upon You in their need... Bless all who
minister healing and deliverance to those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Offering & Offertory LS8 192
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Preface, Proper Preface & Sanctus (5B 195

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who endured all our afflictions and sin
and death on the cross, rising in victory over death to open the
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

The Words of Our Lord

Proclamation of Christ, Lord’s Prayer & Pax Domini

P

P

P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198

| | | IN | — |

1 I i | T | AN I I [ I

e

[ [ [ f
(0] Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin ofthe

tak -est a-way the sin of theworld, havemer-cyup-on us.

| | | IN | — |

N>

1 I } I I I I 1AW I I [ I I

%ﬁﬁ‘:ﬁﬁtﬁjﬂ i ] —
[ [ I ! —

| 4 |

O  Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
|
I
|

T i  E— ——  — —  — T " |
i 1

I
[ 1Y I | | I | I [ I [ | | 1 I
! 9 v—77 ) =~ ) ZI = tﬁj Z) o I

N

| by

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives stanzas 1, 3, 5, 7-8
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8 He lives, all glo - ry to His name! He lives, my
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to pre - pare; He lives to bring me safe - ly there.
sen - tence gives: I know that my Re - deem - er lives!
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-99, abr.; Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793; Text and tune: Public domain.
424 O Christ, You Walked the Road
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Lord, help us seek Your king-dom first; Our wills
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Your grace im -parts.
un-swerv-ing love.
with Yours a - lign.

an - cient foe.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007; Tune: William Daman, c. 1540-1591; Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003644; Tune: Public domain.
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528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing stanzas 1, 3, 5, 7

oW} . . , ,
HAA— — i i | — ] I ] |
[R5 i —o .o “ =  — i < = I

J “ T

1 Oh, for a thou - sand tongues  to sing My
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.; Tune: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829; Text and tune: Public domain.

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving

(P} Let us pray... Merciful God our Father, in giving us the body and blood
of Your Son in this Holy Sacrament, You cause us already to live that
eternal life in unity with all the company of heaven. All thanks and
praise to You, our gracious God. Help us to live truly new lives as Your
true children all our days until by Your call we enter into the fullness of
the resurrection; through our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give

you peace.
Amen.
422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.; Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758;
Text and tune: Public domain.
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