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Easter People Rejoice

Luke reports that at seeing the resurrected
Jesus, the disciples “disbelieved for joy”
(24:41). The theme of rejoicing is woven
throughout the Scriptures. The psalmist
exhorts: “Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious
praise!” (66:1-2). The prophet Isaiah assures
God’s people that they will have cause for
rejoicing as he writes: “For the Lord comforts
Zion... joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song” (51:3). Paul
writes to people who know of the glorious
resurrection of Jesus Christ on that first Easter day: “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | will say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). The season of Easter is a time for joyous
praise that begins now!
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Tune: Davids Psalmen, 1684, Amsterdam
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
(P] Inthe name of the Father and of the *}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Sentences Ps. 118:24; Rom. 6:9; adapt. fr. Mt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8
(P} This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

(P} Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over Him.

(P} Christ has risen from the dead.

God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor.
(P} He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands;
He has put all things under His feet.

Confession and Absolution

(P) Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things,
judge of all people, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We are by
nature sinful, and we have not always lived as Your thankful and
joyful people. We have indeed turned away from one another in our
thinking, speaking, and doing. We have done the evil You forbid and
have not done the good You demand. We do repent and are truly
sorry for these our sins. Have mercy on us, gracious Father; forgive us
all that is past, blot out our sins, and with the power of the Holy Spirit,
direct our lives so that we serve You in true faithfulness. Grant us
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steadfastness among all the changes of this world and build Your
kingdom among us here through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to
Him. May He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and grant you a
victorious life on earth and finally a triumphant life with Him in heaven
forever. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, | forgive you your
sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
As well-loved Easter people, rejoice and be glad! You are free indeed!

Amen.
Psalm 4 I. is spoken by left side; Il, by the right.
Answer me when | call, O God of my righteousness! You have given

me relief when | was in distress. Be gracious to me and hear my
prayer!

O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? How long will
you love vain words and seek after lies?

But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for Himself; the Lord
hears when I call to Him.

Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and
be silent.

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD.

There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? Lift up the
light of Your face upon us, O LORD!”

You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and
wine abound.

In peace | will both lie down and sleep; for You alone, O LORD, make me
dwell in safety.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Hymn Sequence

The psalmist writes, “Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done
marvelous things! His right hand and His holy arm have worked
salvation for Him” (98:1). The strains of Easter joy echo through all the
services of the Easter season. Each Sunday is a “little Easter” for us to
celebrate as together we sing of the victory of our God. We are amazed
Easter people, and our amazement is best expressed in our songs of
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joy. One of the oldest hymns in our hymnbooks is “The Day of
Resurrection,” written by John of Damascus in the eighth century.
Together we sing stanza 1 that celebrates “the passover of gladness.”
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Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

Paul writes: “When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is
written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.” . . . But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
15:54, 57). The victory of Christ is the lasting source of joy that gives
hope to the grieving and assurance to all the faithful. We rejoice as we
sing the second stanza of “The Day of Resurrection.”
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Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79

Text and tune: Public domain
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John writes in the book of Revelation: “And | saw what appeared to be
a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered the
beast . . . standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their
hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and amazing are Your deeds, O Lord
God the Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the nations!””
(Revelation 15:2-3). The celebration of the victory of Jesus, the Lamb of
God slain for our salvation, goes on throughout eternity. We join in the
joyful praise as we sing the thid stanza of “The Day of Resurrection.”

478 The Day of Resurrection st. 3
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For Christ the Lord has ris - en, Our joy that has no end!
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day
(P) Letus pray... 0 God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up
the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of
everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.



First Reading Acts 3:11-21

1while [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all
the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded.
2And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power
or piety we have made him walk? *The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had
decided to release him. **But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, *and you killed the Author of
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. °And his
name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and
know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect
health in the presence of you all.

17“And now, brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. ®But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his
Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. *Repent therefore, and turn again, that
your sins may be blotted out, *°that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you,
Jesus, 2'whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things
about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1John 3:1-7
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us
is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

“Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin
is lawlessness. *You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him
there is no sin. ®No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who
keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no
one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Solo: “As the Deer” by Natalie Doering

Holy Gospel Luke 24:36-49
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

3%As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among
them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 3’But they were startled and
frightened and thought they saw a spirit. *3And he said to them, “Why are
you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 3*See my hands and
my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have
flesh and bones as you see that | have.” *°And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. **And while they still disbelieved for joy
and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
“2They gave him a piece of broiled fish, *and he took it and ate before them.

*Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while |
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” **Then he opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures, *®and said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, *’and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *8You are witnesses of these things.
“And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Song by the School Children God Loves Me Dearly
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Text: Georg Vetter, 1536-99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76

Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003644
Tune: Public domain

Sermon: “History,” Luke 24:36-49

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
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He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs... We pray for the whole church, that
the message of salvation may joyfully be proclaimed throughout all the
world and the forgiveness of sins be celebrated around the globe. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world, that governments would be a
source of blessing to those who are governed and that oppression in all
forms may be hindered, bringing a sense of security and well-being in
every place. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for ourselves in this amazing season of our Lord’s great victory
that we may truly be Easter people all year long, radiating the light of
Christ in our homes, workplaces, and communities. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for those with special concerns and needs this day: those who
are hospitalized, those who grieve, the unemployed and
underemployed, the chronically ill and shut-in, and all others whose
needs are known to us... Bless them with Your presence, gracious
Father, that they may have a sense of purpose in their lives and find
strength and hope for each day. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we bless You for having placed into our lives faithful
Christian people to guide us. We remember those no longer among us
on earth, who have completed their earthly races and have won the
final victory in Christ. Lead us to follow in their way, that we may
rejoice together eternally with saints and angels. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer. Amen.



Offering

Preface
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have refreshed us in
the forgiveness of Christ. Pour out upon us the gift of Your spirit that
with true thanksgiving we may receive the body and blood of our Lord
as a guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come
in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples

and said: “Take, eat; this is My -+ body, whichis [ @8
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My I« blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Text: Stephen P. Starke
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939, alt.
Tune: Dale Wood, 1934-2003

Text and tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110003644
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Post-Communion Collect

(P) Letus pray... Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again
fed and nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Strengthen us so that we may continue to
proclaim Your love to all the world and keep us to Your eternal
kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
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Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le-1u - ia!
Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le-1u - ia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623, KéIn
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Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003644
Tune: Public domain

Acknowledgments

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.

st.paul's

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN
CHURCH, SCHOOL & CHILDGARE

15



