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SCHOOL NEWS
“I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord forever; with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness
to all generations.” Psalm 89:1

The final day for the 2015-2016 school year was Friday, May 20th. The school year ended with a
Chapel service led by Pastor Irmer. As we look back over this past school year, we see many
blessings which we have received from God and we praise and thank Him for all that He has
done for us.
We say thank you to parents, students, teachers, pastors, secretary, teachers’ assistants,
custodian, “Caring Grandparents”, and St. Paul’s members for all their work and prayers
throughout the school year. We are truly blessed with a dedicated group of people at St. Paul’s
and we say Thank You for using your talents and resources for the Lord and our school.
Throughout the school year, the students brought weekly offerings to our Wednesday Chapel
Services. We received $1,220.00 through our Chapel Offerings. This money was sent to seven
different local, national, and international charities and church related groups. We also collected
156 items for the local food pantry. Thank you parents for helping us teach the students about the
meaning of stewardship as well as being caring and helpful to those in need.
Congratulations to the 2016 5th Grade Graduates. Fifth grade graduation was held on Sunday,
May 15th during the 10:30 AM worship service. Our 2016 5th grade graduates were: Olivia
Achtemeier, Preston Church, Adelaide Heard, Grace Ideus, Caryss Jurgens, Dawson Loomis,
Brandon Scheer, and Sam Wallman.
Information concerning Registration Day for the 2016-2017 school year will be mailed in July.
Registration Days will be held on August 3rd from 5:00-8:00 PM and August 4th from 2:00-5:00
PM for students in Kindergarten-5th Grade. On August 11th, a Registration/Open House will be
held for the Pre-School (age 3) from 4:00-7:30 PM. On August 15th, a Registration/Open House
will be held for Pre-Kindergarten (age 4) from 4:00-7:30 PM. The first day of school for the
2016-2017 school year will be on Tuesday, August 16th from 8:30-11:45 AM for Kindergarten5th Grade. The first Pre-Kindergarten classes will be on Wednesday, August 17th at their regular
times and the first Pre-School classes will be on Thursday, August 18th at their regular times.
Parents, watch your mail in mid-July for more information.
Vacation Bible School will be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran School the week of July 11th-15th. Amy
Loomis is the director.
In Christ,
Amy Duever
Principal

Notes and Reminders…
Every Sunday
8:00am & 10:30am - Divine Services
9:00am - Coffee & Snacks served in the basement
9:15am - Adult Bible Class
No Sunday School or Youth Bible Class until August 21.
Every Monday
7:00pm - Divine Service
Church Office: Office hours are 8:30am to 1:30pm,
Monday through Friday. The office may be closed on
occasion, so please call ahead.
Thank You to the gracious people at the BSDC for preparing our monthly
newsletters for mailing this month. We sincerely appreciate their volunteer work and a job
well done.
From the Elders: The elders have begun discussion of Duane Delozier’s seven points.
They decided to defer the discussion and decisions of the modifications of the pews to the
trustees and the voters. Other discussion continues.
Vacation Bible School will be held July 11-15 from 8:30-11:00am at the school.
Confirmation Pictures are in. You may pick up yours in the church office.
Looking for radio broadcast sponsor for July 17 and bulletin sponsors for July 10,
July 17, July 31, September 4, and September 11. Bulletin sponsorship cast $20 and radio
sponsorship cast $100. Please call Kelly in the church office if you are interested in
sponsoring any of these dates.

June at St. Paul’s Lutheran School:

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER!

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Each week the children have been making a quilt block
about the theme for that day. Each child’s quilt blocks
are going to be made into a quilt for them to take home
or to donate to someone in need. In order to complete
the quilts, we are looking for people to help sew them
together. If you like to sew and have some extra time
and would be willing to help, please contact the church
office or Toree Lang.
Toree Lang, Sunday School Chairperson

Do You Have Some Free Time?
St. Paul’s is always looking for volunteers to
serve on the various Boards, to help out with the
Turkey Supper in the fall, to help the Trustees
with various cleanup activities throughout the
year, to volunteer at Vacation Bible School in
the summer, to help with funeral dinners, to
teach Sunday School, or to help out in some
other way. Volunteers are such an important
part of St. Paul’s! Contact the church office or a
board member if you can help!

The Voters Assembly voted to hire an outside firm to do
a complete audit of the church books. If you would like
to contribute to help defray the cost of this audit, please
mark your contributions accordingly. We have collected
$2,370.00 so far.

Teacher Aide Position Available:
St. Paul’s Lutheran School is seeking a Teacher Aide to
begin working this Fall. This will be a part-time, paid
position, and will include working with young children and
leading small group classroom learning activities, assisting
the teacher with preparation of classroom materials, and
supervising children at recess and indoor play times. If
interested, please contact the school office.

BULLETINS RECEIVED
March 20

Carla Walters

April 3

Vickie Frerking

April 17
May 1
May 1

Virginia Thomas
Carline Mencl
Floice Meyer
Larry & Donna Huls
Larry & Donna Huls
Larry & Donna Huls
Larry & Donna Huls

May 1
April 24
May 8
May 15

Dorothy Nickels
Dorothy Nickels

United Methodist Church, Wymore/Blue
Springs, NE
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Plymouth, NE
Trinity Lutheran Church, Marcus, IA
American Lutheran Church, Filley, NE
Lutheran Church of the Master, Omaha, NE
Carlton Creek Cowboy Church, Florence, MT
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Beatrice, NE
Christ Lutheran Church, Pickrell, NE
American Lutheran Church, Filley, NE
King of Kings Lutheran Church, Gardner, KS
Holy Savior Lutheran Church, Lincoln, NE
Holy Savior Lutheran Church, Lincoln, NE

We’re updating our church records!
The church office is working on keeping our records up to date. We
are not deleting anyone from the roster, but rather wanting to gather
current information on everyone. So if you have moved, changed your
home or cell phone number, children have gone to college or have
moved out on their own, etc. please let the church office know.
Information the church office collects is names, addresses, phone
numbers, email addresses, birthdays, baptism dates, confirmation
dates & verses, and wedding dates.
Listed below is a list of people currently on our church roster for
whom we have NO contact information. If you know any of them
could you give the church office their information.
Jennifer Allington
Children: Parker & Preston
Erick Fricke
Kathleen Gonderinger
Ashley Hersel
Rochelle Hirschler
Andrew Korte
Lois Lampe

The LYF continues to collect gently worn sneakers. They
are also selling Super Wash car wash tokens – 5 for $20!!
They are available in the church office. Thank you for
your support in spirit, prayer, encouraging words, and
monetarily. – Youth attending the National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans. (The Gathering is less than
100 days away!!)

Tamara Little
Children: Brooke & Madison
Anastasia Riley
Clayton Schwisow
Child: Balinda
Travis & Megan Spilker
Child: Beau

Stewardship Article
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son” (John 3:16). “God
shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans
5:8). “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays his life down for the sheep”
(John 10:11). Love means sacrifice. Sacrifice means a humbling of oneself for the good of
another. And this is what the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us: Love means
sacrifice.
We love our families. And we love them by sacrificing ourselves for them. We put their
needs before our own. We sacrifice our own wants and desires for their good and for
their needs.
We love our country. And we love it by pledging our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor to defend her. We ask not what our country can do for us, but what we can do for
our country. We make sacrifices for our country’s good and we do it because we love her.
We love our church. And we love our church by giving of ourselves, by sacrificing our
time, talents, and treasures in service to it. We volunteer to teach Sunday School, VBS,
and other various boards. We help out cleaning and fixing what needs to be cleaned and
fixed at the church property. And we give a portion of the income God has given us, so
that the lights will go on, and the heat and air conditioning may run; so that a pastor will
preach to us both law and gospel and administer baptism and the Lord’s Supper; so that
the Word will go forth into all the world through the missionaries we call and send out.
God has called us into these three spheres of family, country, and church. He puts the
solitary into a home. No one is an island unto himself. Everyone is put into a family, a
country, and a church. In these spheres, God cares for all our needs of body and soul. He
employs other members of these spheres to ensure that we have everything we need for
this body and life and for the next.
These callings place a claim upon us, a claim upon our presence, our prayers, our time,
talents, and treasures. They give us a duty. That duty is to love. And love means
sacrifice. And sacrifice means that we humble ourselves for the good of another.
So then, “let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born
of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is
love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:7–11). And love means
sacrifice.

St. Paul’s Ladies Aid
On May 25, 1916, a group of 13 ladies organized St. Paul’s Ladies Aid under the guidance
of Pastor Kurth. Dues were 10 cents a month. Meetings were conducted in the German
language till 1925 and thereafter were conducted in the English language. Pastor Kurth
led the topics.
The purpose of the Ladies Aid was to foster Christian fellowship among the woman and
further the Kingdom of God within the boundaries of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. The
first project they had was to sew boy’s shirts for an Orphanage in Fremont, Nebraska.
In 1919 their membership was 24, at this time they sewed, quilted, held bazaars and
food sales. They also entertained soldiers and nurses returning home from World War
I. In 1921 they purchased the first Organ for the church for $400, also bought the Altar
and Communion Ware. They painted the interior and exterior of the church, bought
coal for heating, paid for the light, water and gas bills, the insurance premium,
purchased kitchen supplies and did welfare work for the needy. During World War II
they helped with “Bundles of America”, (surgical dressings) for the Red Cross, and
adopted a family in Germany supplying clothing and other needs. They served dinners
to organizations outside and within the congregations.
1976, on their 60th anniversary there were 50 active members and 4 honorary members.
Membership started dropping after 1976, when St. Paul’s Dorcas was organized in 1946
and the younger ladies joined Dorcas. 2001 there were 21 active members and 1
honorary. Ladies Aid members at this time received most of their income by quilting.
They continued to donate to St. Paul’s budget $200-$500 a year, also helping to
remodel the fellowship hall, bathrooms, kitchen, new offices, purchasing equipment and
furniture, and school expansion. By the year of 2006 they quilted 982 quilts and 13
baby quilts. The total income at that time for quilting was $44,623.87.
May 2016, there are only 5 active members and 1 honorary member. We meet only 4
times a year, on the first Tuesday of February, May, September, and December. A short
meeting and Bible Study by Pastor Irmer, are held. Most of the active members quilt
every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 12:00-4:00pm. The members are so thankful
to 6 nonmembers who faithfully come and help quilt. We sincerely invite other ladies of
St. Paul’s who are interested in quilting to join us. It is a very special time for
fellowship. We welcome any ladies who would like to join our organization. If you have
a quilt to be quilted and would like the ladies to do it, contact Loretta Mohling, 2235059 or Wilma Moon, 223-5880. Our present members are Loretta Mohling, Wilma
Moon, Naomi Speilman, Berniece Pfingsten, Doretta Wiegand and Mary Ann Stohs.
Many wonderful loving and caring members are now in our Heavenly Home, we miss
them.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Ladies Aid

Dear God, Don’t You Care that I’m Drowning?
Chad Bird
All of us have at least three faces. There is the face we wear in public, the one our
coworkers or fellow worshipers see. Beneath that outer face is the one we wear at home,
around our spouse and children, or perhaps close friends. And deeper still is a third
face, the naked face, when we are alone, when no one sees us except God.
On these three faces we allow varying degrees of emotion to show. Cindy’s coworkers see
her as a no-nonsense, hard-working boss; her husband sees her as a stressed-to-themax, workaholic wife; God alone sees her curled up in the fetal position on the
bathroom floor, crying her eyes out late one night, wanting to end the life she has grown
to despise.
Different faces, different revelations of the storms that roar within the chambers of our
souls.
The fiercer the storm, the harder it becomes to keep our public face from disclosing
what's going on inside us. We are yanked out by the waves, blown this way by divorces
or break-ups, that way by sickness, still other ways by skinny bank accounts and obese
bills. And any moment, we expect to be sucked beneath the black, raging waters. At
times, we may even welcome that. At least then the pain would be over.
Three different faces, many different storms, and one God. Where is he in the midst of
all this? Is he only a fair weather Lord?
He is speaking. But he says something which makes no sense when we first hear it. It’s
strange, like God’s an old man who’s fallen of his rocker. What he says is this: that in the
new heavens and new earth, when all will be made right again—including us—there will
no longer be any sea (Revelation 21:1).
That’s right, no longer any sea. Wait, what? Be patient. Read on.
You may think of the sea as a place of tranquility, postcard sunsets, and soothing waves
lapping the beach. Not so in the biblical imagination. There, the waters of the sea are a
place of danger, judgement, confusion, evil, and death.
Some examples. In the flood of Noah’s day, the seas became the watery grave of virtually
all humanity. After the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, those same waters zipped over the
Egyptians like a liquid bodybag. When Jonah fled from God by boarding a ship, “the
LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the
ship was about to break up,” (Jonah 1:4). The Psalms liken the threats of the enemy to
the “roaring of the seas and the roaring of their waves,” (65:2). When the disciples are
caught in a storm, the waves of the sea betoken impending death (Matthew 8:23-27).
And “the roaring of the sea and the waves” are one of the signs of the second coming of
Christ (Luke 21:25).
In the Bible, the sea is bad news. A liquid world strung out on the meth of evil.

What we need is a new world where God “shall wipe away every tear from [our] eyes;
and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying,
or pain,” (Revelation 21:4). And that’s what we’ll get. As John says, “I saw a new heaven
and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no
longer any sea,” (21:1). No longer any sea. No longer a world gone wrong, only a world
made right by Christ who is “making all things new,” (21:5).
That’s all well and good, you might be thinking, but what about now? What about me
and my loved ones who are enduring the storms of life now? We’re buffeted by waves of
sorrow; swept out to sea by job loss, cancer, and the million other heartaches of this life.
What about those of us who are drowning in our own seas of suffering?
The good news is that the same Christ who promises no more turbulent waters in the
new creation, already delivers that new creation into your life now. And he does so in a
radically God-way, in an unexpected, ironic way. He does it through water.
Jesus plunges the old you beneath the waters of baptism and pulls a new you free from
those waters. In those waters you die in a big way, for you die to all that separated you
from God. And you live in an even bigger way, for you are now truly alive in the one who
died and rose again, who kicked death in the teeth, who stripped the tomb of its power
to hold him and you.
He claims you as his own in the sea of baptism. He washes you into his own body. When
you’re drowning, Jesus isn't a coach who stands on the shore shouting swimming
instructions. He is the Savior who sticks beside you, who holds your head above water,
who swims you to shore. He doesn’t tell you, "Suck it up. You got this." God doesn't want
you merely to weather the storms of life. He puts his life inside you, he puts you inside
him, and there you are safe, no matter what happens.
All of us have at least three faces. But we have a God with one: the face of Jesus Christ.
Whether our faces are calm or creased with doubt; dry or soaked with tears; his remains
the same. It’s the face of the one who faced all evil and overcame it. The face of the one
who looks at us as those whom he loves and always will.
It is that face that we will see, with our own eyes, in the new heavens and new earth. It is
that face that sees us now, that will never turn us away, that abides with us in the
roaring seas of this life.
And he promises a day when the river of the water of life, flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb in the Jerusalem above, will be the only water we need.
Chad Bird is author of two hymns in our Lutheran Service Book, #624 “The Infant Priest
Was Holy Born” and #773 “Hear Us, Father, When We Pray”

Matthew 5:5-15
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly,
I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you. And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. Do not be like
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Pray then like this: Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but
if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” (ESV)
Forgiven and Forgiving
Rev. Scott Murray, 4th Vice President, LCMS
In Matthew’s account of the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus repeats the fifth petition (“forgive us
our debts”) immediately after teaching the prayer itself. He emphasizes the power and
need for forgiveness above all: “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mt 6:14-15). First, we Christians need forgiveness,
for we daily sin much. Second, we Christians need to forgive others, for others, like us,
also sin much. The church must be and remain the community of sinners, forgiven and
forgiving. Those who are forgiven and know its tremendous power will also gladly
forgive and do good to those who sin against them.
There is no way for the church to live in love and harmony other than through and in the
power of forgiveness. Congregations can become full of bickering factions, seeking their
own way and through power politics enforcing their own will upon the community. This
is not the will and way of our Savior, who calls on us to live in forgiveness with our
neighbor, overlooking his weaknesses and in love covering a multitude of sins (1Pt 4:8).
If we live in forgiveness, then the Lord’s way will be made among us.
Martin Luther
“This is a remarkable addition (to the Lord’s Prayer [Mt 6:14-15]), but a very precious
one. Someone may well wonder why He should append this addition to this particular
petition: ‘Forgive us our debts.’ He could just as well have appended some such item to
one of the others, and He could have said: ‘Give us our daily bread, as we give it to our
children’; or, ‘Lead us not into temptation, as we do not tempt anyone’; or, ‘Deliver us
from evil, as we save and deliver our neighbors.’ Yet the only petition that has an
addition of this sort is this one, and it gives the impression that the forgiveness of sins is

accomplished and merited by our forgiving. Then what would become of our doctrine
that forgiveness must come only through Christ and must be received in faith?
“The answer to the first part of the question is this: by putting the petition this way and
connecting the forgiveness of sin with our forgiving, He had the special purpose of
making mutual love a Christian obligation, and the continual forgiveness of the neighbor
the primary and principal duty of Christians, second only to faith and the reception of
forgiveness. As we live in faith toward Him, therefore, so also we should live in love
toward our neighbor. We should not bring annoyance or injury upon one another, but
keep in mind always to forgive one another even though we have been injured, as is
inevitable in this life; we should know that otherwise we shall not be forgiven either.
Where anger and ill will are an obstacle, this spoils the whole prayer and prevents one
from being able to pray or to wish any of the preceding petitions either.
“You see, this means we must establish a firm and strong bond that will hold us
together. When we plan to come before God in prayer for what we are to obtain, we
must not be separated or divided into schisms, factions, and sects, but we must be
tolerant toward one another in love and remain of one mind. When this is the case, the
Christian man is complete; he believes correctly, and he loves correctly. Whatever other
faults he may have, these are to be consumed in his prayer, and it is all forgiven and
paid.”
Martin Luther, Sermon on the Sermon on the Mount, 6.15

Visit our website for the latest updates at
stpaulbeatrice.org

Throughout the Old Testament we see the Children of Israel, God’s chosen
people go astray again and again. I always wonder, how can they do that?
By a series of mighty miracles, God led the Children of Israel out of slavery in
Egypt, but it was about a month before they were complaining against God.
While Moses was up on Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments from
the very hand of God, the people were melting down their gold to make a
golden calf to worship as their god.
All of the Children of Israel but two, who left Egypt died in the wilderness
instead of entering the Promised Land, because they failed to trust God.
In the books of 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles we read again and again
words like these, “They did evil in the sight of the Lord and provoked Him to
jealousy.”
It’s easy to criticize the people of the Old Testament. We often comfort
ourselves with words like the Pharisee in Luke 18:11, “I thank you Lord that I
am not like other men.”
In fact, we are just like these people of the Old Testament. When something
comes along that looks better, or looks like more fun, or seems to be a better
deal, we turn our backs on our gracious and loving God.
The First Commandment is, “You shall have no other gods.” But our greatest
god, our favorite god is ourselves. We place our desires and our priorities
above God’s Commands.
That is why God sacrificed His own Son, Jesus Christ. Left to ourselves we
would never enter the promised rest of heaven. We always wander away from
God and His truth and His gifts of mercy, grace and forgiveness.
Yet God does not tire of forgiving us. Jesus’ death on the cross forgives all of
our sins. Jesus forgives our sins and the sins of others. Like the merciful king
who forgave an unpayable debt in Matthew 18, God forgives us, and expects us
to forgive each other.
God’s peace,
Pr. Irmer

